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Blackberry Terminology

ÂCanes: Stems of bramble plants

ÂCanes last for two seasons, then die

ÂPrimocane: A bramble cane going 
through its first year of growth

ÂFloricane: A bramble cane going through 
its second year of growth

ÂMost blackberries are floricane fruiting

ÂSome blackberries are primocane
fruiting



Blackberry Types & Cultivars

ÂErect Thorny

ïCherokee

ïShawnee

ïChickasaw*

ïKiowa

ÂErect Thornless

ïApache*

ïOuachita*

ïNatchez*

ÂSemi -erect 
Thornless

ïHull Thornless

ïTriple Crown*

ïChester

ÂTrailing

ïBoysen(not hardy)

ïMarion (not hardy)

ÂPrimocane Fruiting, 
Thorny

ïPrime-Jan® *

ïPrime-Ark® 45*

ïPrime-Jim®



Organic Blackberry Production

ÂAfter pawpaw, 
blackberries are the 
easiest fruit crop to 
grow organically in 
this area.

ÂThe main problems:

ïWeed control

ïNutrient 
management

ïDisease and pest 
control 



Organic Blackberry Production

Â Site selection:

ÂGood air drainage (avoid frost 
pockets) 

ÂDeep, fertile, well-drained soil, 
pH 6.0-6.5 preferred. 

ÂWeed control before planting
Â Repeated tillage

Â Solarization

Â Irrigation needed 

ÂRecord on farm activity (3 yrs 
to certify)


