
Comparison of two spacing 

methods for mixed plantings 

of lettuce and radish

John Rodgers

Michael Bomford

Brian Geier

Kentucky State University
Community Research Service



Mixed Planting

ÅReduced pest pressure
ïInsects (particularly specialist 

pests)

ïPlant pathogens

ÅGreater land use efficiency
ïAverage advantage over 

monoculture: 13%*

*P.A. Jolliffe. 1997. Are mixed populations of

plant species more productive than pure 
stands? Oikos 80:595-602.
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Popular recommendations

Å Hundreds of combinations

Å Sometimes contradictory

Å Sometimes clearly testable; 

often vague

Å Often concentrate on what to 

mix, not how

Riotte 1975

Franck 

1983
Jeavons 

1974
Little 

2000

McClure 

1994

Carr 1985

http://books.webwab.com/rd.htm?id=*qhpzi*AvPY&offerid=38611.180&type=14&subid=0&bnid=549953


John Jeavons

ÅAuthor of How to 
Grow More 
Vegetables (1974), 
now in 7th edition

ÅPromotes 
Biointensive mini-
farming
ïDeep hand-cultivation, 

with compost additions

ïHigh density mixed 
plantings

ïOffset rows



Hexagonal plant spacing diagram 
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Mixture spacing diagram (Jeavons)
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