Making Knowledge Accessible Bioproducts and Conservation

Carver recognized that fossil fuels would run out,
and believed that biofuels and bio-based products

offered a solution.

“Ihelieve the Great Creator has
put oil and o1es on this Earth to
Aive s A }rentf»mzjfell e A
e exhaust them, we must be
prepared to fall back. on our
ATmS ... for we can learn to

synthesize mntermf‘sjar every
Carver believed that knowledge should be widely and QK’ ﬁ?ﬁaﬁf’%‘{ﬁ om the th s

freely accessible:

y State .

“The Lovd charges n Utfting oy B}lllt h1sdef{1thus1asm vx?s tem e?ed 1W1It.h.avxfareness of
Knowle c{qe, and I will cf»nrgﬂ the need for conservation and simple living:
you the same.”
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To extend knowledlg)e as broadly as possible, he built

a horse-drawn mobile classroom that he took to

farms and public spaces, to demonstrate farming, }ﬂ’(;"‘/g; aﬂl rWZ‘ ;{{L e {L;;: q W - ,
composting, and homemaking techniques. ﬂnfangctz‘f’l;s £ prts” e tiste ¥ G r a nt P ¢ ﬁ : ' :

Carver’s sketch of his mobile
classroom (left) suggests a
humble precursor to the
mobile classrooms,
processing units, and other
extension facilities used by
KSU today (below).

Building on George
Washington Carver’s

Pamphlet text and design by Dr. Michael Bomford, Kentucky State University Land Grant Program.

Farmers n / shop at the KSU farm reminisce about low
energy fo ervation techniques while building a sweet potato
storage pit. Carver recognized the potential of sweet potato as a low
input, multi-function crop. KSU continues work in this area today.

Resources online:

KSU website - www.kysu.edu
KSU Masters in Environmental Studies Program - mes.kysu.edu

KSU Organic Agriculture Working Group -- organic.kysu.edu

KSU Aquaculture Program - www.ksuaquaculture.org

KSU Pawpaw Program -- pawpaw.kysu.edu

KSU Environmental Education Center - www.ksuenvironmental.org
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George Washington
Carver, age 13

Mariah Watkins,
midwife and mentor

Carver’s eatly years
George Washington Carver (1864-1943) was born

into slavery on a Missouri farm shortly before
abolition. He was raised an orphan. At age 13 he left
the only home he knew to attend a distant African-
American school. He rented a room from his ‘aunt’
Mariah Watkins, the midwife who had delivered
him. She inspired him with a challenge:

Zﬂu must learn all ;7014 cAn,
then qo back. out intd'the world
Mw( e e learning back. to

30}1
ENTER TO LEA' RN-GO OUT TO SE5VE

KSU students meet with this charge
each day as they pass through the,
doors of Carver Hall, the camﬁus
science building. ) D &

Organic products from KSU’s farm

Soil and People

In 1896 Carver graduated from Jowa State with a
Masters degree in Agriculture. He accepted a job
offer from Booker T. Washington at Alabama’s
Tuskegee Institute.

Carver (front, center) with Tuskegee Institute faculty

On arriving in Alabama, Carver was horrified by the
state of the soil, damaged by years of continuous
cotton monoculture. He decried the

“exhaustive s stem tf
cultu/mtwn, [wa{es ruction

orest, the rapid And Almost
constant decom mtum of
argmuc matter..

of

Carver saw a direct link between the well-being of

soil and people:
“W[Eerelwr t/»[c: soil is ncé»l tl»e
e ouris sically an
}e’cafw icall %AZreVerF sml
tS wasted the people are wasted.

aar sml dutes ml17 oot
fea [, recanamwnllv{ oor
1tuall

;:7 i 17”? ?Z;( intellect

High school student
interns learn about soil
health in a KSU summer
apprenticeship program.

o

Learning from Nature
Much like later thinkers widely recognized for ideas

that led to the development of organic agriculture,
Carver taught the importance of learning to farm by
listening to nature.

utif a person walks in t
woods and Listens care
CMt AT mare than W[m tS n

books, ‘f 9 7 17 s;amk with the
7]

voice

“Ren, m; about natu reis Lne,

He recognized the importance of building soil
organic matter to reduce dependence on synthetic
fertilizer.

“Commercinl ﬂf‘ttltZETS will
stimulate and for A while
;Jra uce aw% re ults .buth

se will come,’ns
tf»e soll will }fﬂ duced to
practically clay and sand.”

“Thecr WL need of nearl

ever j Land'we have in
cult tion is ve etn}le mm&tzr
(humus), ang e e am le
means At our camm gs[wut
be exercised to supply this need.”

| KSU students
% discuss nitrogen
& fixing plants while

working on the
university’s

i organic land.

“I found that... little germs
kaown is Imcterm Ad the
power o Zf drawing th M&e enm/e
erttl er, nitrogen, amt

mr, storin 1t1k n in these
Little swellin, afterwar]
Zu/m ittot sml eeaf
harqe to t[wfwrmzr
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