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US Organic Farms

New York Times, May 3, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/05/03/business/03metrics.graf01.ready.html


Organic and CNG Farms in KY, 2009

Fitzgerald, KDA, 2009
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Billions of 
dollars

Exponential growth
Å U.S. organic product 

sales grew 17-21% 
annually for two decades, 
then 5% in 2009

Å U.S. food sales usually 
grow 2-4% annually, but 
grew 1% in 2009

Å Organic food sales  
represent 3.7% of U.S. 
food sales.

Å Organic fruit and 
vegetable sales represent 
11.4% of U.S. fruit and 
vegetable sales

ï (Organic Trade 
Association 2010)

Organic Product Sales



Albert Howard (1873-1947)

ÅBritish agricultural scientist. 

Å25 years in India.

ÅCritical of reductionist 

agricultural science and 

specialization

ÅBlamed fall of past 

civilizations on 

unsustainable agriculture

ÅWrote An Agricultural 

Testament (1940)



Howard on Eastern agriculture

ñThe small-holdings of 

China, for example, are 

still maintaining a 

steady output and there 

is no loss of fertility after 

forty centuries of 

management.ò

ÅTiny farms

ÅLabor intensive

ÅIntegration of crops 

and livestock

ÅLots of legumes

ÅLittle cultivation



Howard on Western agriculture

ÅLarge, growing farms

ÅMonocultures

ÅMechanization

ïMachines consume resources but do

not contribute urine/dung

ÅSynthetic fertilizer dominates

ÅFood prices too lowé 

farmers forced off land



J.I. Rodale

ÅBought farm in PA to test Howardôs 

ideas

ÅPopularized term óorganic,ô through 

his Organic Gardening and Farming

magazine

ÅRelationship with science

ïPresented reader testimonials as 

research (ñscience for the people by the 

peopleò)

ïSolid long-term research trials continue


