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Late Blight T Why Worry?

A Cause of Irish Potato
Famine

T 1 million starved
T 2 million left Ireland

A Serious problem before
effective fungicides
iIntroduced in 1970s

A Became a serious
problem again when
second mating type
appeared in late 1980s
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Disease Triangle

Hosts deal
A Major environment
v Susceptible A Night: 50-
e Hos G0°F with
I Tomato _ |
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A Not tobacco
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Late blight reproductive
structures

A Phytophthora
' i i Chlamydospore
infestans is an Sporangium

oomycete

I Used to be
considered a
fungus; now
thought to be
more closely
related to algae
and diatoms

I Sexual and
asexual
reproduction

I Zoospores that
swim with flagella Oospore

Nicholls H: Stopping the Rot. PLoS Biol 2/7/2004:

| KENTUCKY STATE | [NIVERSITY e213.



