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Changing face of US agriculture

Miranowski, J. 2004. Energy consumption in US agriculture.

Agriculture as a Producer and Consumer of Energy



Fewer Farmers…

Job Voyager, 2009

(Link to Interactive graph)

http://flare.prefuse.org/apps/job_voyager
http://flare.prefuse.org/apps/job_voyager


Percent of farms with sales < $250,000

USDA - 2007 Census of Agriculture

Small Farms Factsheet

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/small_farm.pdf


USDA - 2007 Census of Agriculture

Ag Atlas Factsheet

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Fact_Sheets/ag_atlas.pdf


7,000 Farmers’ Markets in 2011
(up from 340 in 1970)

Union of Concerned Scientists. 2011.

Market Forces report. Based on USDA data.

http://www.ucsusa.org/food_and_agriculture/solutions/big_picture_solutions/market-forces.html


Direct marketing of farm products

• Promotes consumption of fruits and 

vegetables; reduces consumption of 

processed food

• Increases employment per food dollar and 

proportion of food dollar retained locally

Union of Concerned Scientists. 2011.

Market Forces report.

http://www.ucsusa.org/food_and_agriculture/solutions/big_picture_solutions/market-forces.html


P. Canning. 2011. A Revised and Expanded 

Food Dollar Series. USDA-ERS.

http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/ERR114/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/ERR114/


Small farms more likely to sell direct to consumer

Union of Concerned Scientists. 2011.

Market Forces report.

http://www.ucsusa.org/food_and_agriculture/solutions/big_picture_solutions/market-forces.html


US Organic 

Farms, 2007
US Organic Food 

Sales, 1991-2009

Kentucky has unrealized potential to 

meet growing demand for organic food
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Modified from Belfrage et al. 2005. The Effects of Farm Size and Organic Farming on 

Diversity of Birds, Pollinators, and Plants in a Swedish Landscape. Ambio 34: 582-588


